The right method of dealing judicially with the crime of infanticide is undoubtedly one of the most difficult problems with which our legal authorities have to cope, and the question has lately ariEen in many quarters as to whether it has hitherto been successfully met. In the opinion of those who have had opportunities of forming a sound judgment on the subject, there has been an error up to the present in the direction of too great leniency in the case understanding by all whom it may concern. In our contention for the recognition of this principle we may seem to be taking a hard view, and one which would involve a result to the unfortunate culprit revolting to public opinion?as a matter of fact there is not the smallest risk that the crime of infanticide will ever in this age be dealt with on the capital charge; a very moderate period of incarceration generally for concealment of birth is all that would follow. Apart from the bad effect on the lower orders, the systematic glossing over of a crime which is the result of unbridled passions, is calculated to have a most pernicious influence generally at a time when the bonds of society are being boldly loosened, even on points that have hitherto been considered absolutely essential to good morals.
